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Act 79 of 2018

In October 2018, Governor Wolf signed Act 79 into law which made significant 

changes to the Protection From Abuse (PFA) Order requirements. The Act created 

new procedures regarding the relinquishment of firearms, ammunition, and other 

weapons by a defendant named in a PFA Order. Prior to this Act, firearms could be 

relinquished to a family member, friend, or county Sheriff’s Office and defendants 

were allowed at least 30 days to comply with the relinquishment order. Effective April 

10, 2019, Act 79 provides the following changes:
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• Firearms can no longer be given to friends or family for safekeeping;

• Firearms, ammunition, and other weapons can be relinquished to ANY law 

enforcement agency, Sheriff’s Office, Federal Firearms Licensed dealers or a 

licensed commercial armory, and certain third parties;

• Firearms, ammunition, and other weapons must be relinquished within 24 hours of 

the issuance of a Final Protection Order or the service of a Temporary Protection 

Order, unless special circumstances exist.

Changes:
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• The Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD) is a web-based application that has 

been modified from it’s current use to encompass the new requirements of Act 79.  

Users include; Prothonotary/courts, state/municipal law enforcement, Sheriffs, 

Federal Firearms License holders and others.

• The new modifications incorporate the entire process from the creation of the PFA 

through its service by law enforcement, and finally the relinquishment and return of 

the firearms.    

• PFAD will also send automatic messages using the Commonwealth Law 

Enforcement Assistance Network (CLEAN) to agencies notifying them of PFAs as 

they relate to firearms relinquishment.  

Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD) 
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• PFAD will use the Commonwealth Law Enforcement Assistance Network (CLEAN) 

to send the following messages to the involved agencies:

• A message advising that a PFA has been entered that requires a defendant to 

relinquish firearms in your area of responsibility within a specified time frame.

• A message advising if no agency has made a PFAD entry (stating the required 

firearms were relinquished after the allotted time expires) and that an 

investigation by the agency having jurisdiction should begin.

• A message stating a PFA with relinquished firearms has been 

dismissed/expired and the weapons can be returned.

Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD) 
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If you do not have a PFAD account, from the below website select Request Account.

www.pfad.pa.gov
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User’s with established PFAD accounts click Login

www.pfad.pa.gov
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User Login

• User ID is the user ID that 

was assigned to you when 

you created an account.

• Password is the password 

you established when you 

created an account.
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To enter the relinquishments, the FFL user must sign into their PFAD account. 

Click on the Cases drop down menu and click on Search Cases. 

Search Cases can also be found under Relinquishments. 
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A search can be made 

for the Plaintiff or the 

Defendant or by 

Docket #.

The County search 

defaults to the county 

of the user, but can be 

set to Statewide for a 

broader search.
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The results will be displayed below the search fields. Click View Case on 

the desired case.

Keep in mind that a person can be a defendant of multiple PFA Orders. 

Select the case that the Defendant is there to relinquish items for. This 

can be determined by asking the Defendant the Plaintiff’s name, or 

looking for the Plaintiff’s name on any documentation that the Defendant 

brought with them. 
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Viewing the case will 

show the history of the 

PFA.

To enter the 

relinquished items, 

click Add Order.



FFL dealers must fill 

out the Affidavit 

Relinquishment of 

Firearms to Dealer.
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The information 

relating to the PFA will 

be pre-populated.

The bottom of the form 

is where the firearms, 

ammunition, or other 

weapons will be 

entered. 
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Clicking on any of the 

Add Relinquished 

buttons will cause the 

form to expand to enter 

information about the 

relinquishment. 
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Fill out the fields for the 

firearm and select the 

condition of the 

firearm.

To add additional 

firearms, click Add 

Relinquished Firearms 

and the process is 

repeated.
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Relinquished ammunition and 

the other weapons are filled in 

as needed.

When the form has been 

completed, click Print so that 

the form can be signed by the 

FFL user and the Defendant. 

After printing, click Save and 

Exit.
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The Affidavit lists all 

relinquished items 

that were received by 

the FFL user.

The Affidavit will have 

to be signed and 

notarized before it will 

be accepted by the 

county Sheriff’s 

Office. 



COMMONWEALTH LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE NETWORK

The Defendant is to deliver the 

Affidavit to the county Sheriff’s 

Office where the relinquishment 

process will be completed.
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The firearms, 

ammunition, and other 

weapons can be released 

after the Defendant 

obtains a completed and 

signed Firearm Release 

Request from the Sheriff’s 

Office and provides it to 

the FFL user holding the 

relinquished items.
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To enter the relinquishments, the Third Party user must sign into their PFAD 

account. Click on the Cases drop down menu and click on Search Cases. 

Search Cases can also be found under Relinquishments. 
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A search can be made 

for the Plaintiff or the 

Defendant or by 

Docket #.

The County search 

defaults to the county 

of the agency, but can 

be set to Statewide for 

a broader search.
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The results will be displayed below the search fields. Click View Case on 

the desired case.

Keep in mind that a person can be a defendant of multiple PFA Orders. 

Select the case that the Defendant is there to relinquish weapons for. This 

can be determined by asking the Defendant the Plaintiff’s name, or 

looking for the Plaintiff’s name on any documentation that the Defendant 

brought with them. 
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Viewing the case will 

show the history of the 

PFA.

To enter the 

relinquished weapons, 

click Add Order.



Third Party 

Safekeepers must fill 

out the Affidavit of 

Safekeeping by Third 

Party for 

Relinquishment of 

Firearms.
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The information 

relating to the PFA will 

be pre-populated.

The bottom of the form 

is where the firearms, 

ammunition, or other 

weapons will be 

entered. 
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Clicking on any of the 

Add Relinquished 

buttons will cause the 

form to expand to enter 

information about the 

relinquished items. 
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Fill out the fields for the 

firearm and select the 

condition of the 

firearm.

To add additional 

firearms, click Add 

Relinquished Firearm 

and the process is 

repeated.
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Relinquished ammunition and 

the other weapons are filled in 

as needed.

When the form has been 

completed, click Print so that 

the form can be signed by the 

Third Party user and the 

Defendant. 

After printing, click Save and 

Exit.
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The Affidavit lists all 

relinquished items 

that were received by 

the Third Party user.

The Affidavit will have 

to be signed and 

notarized before it will 

be accepted by the 

county Sheriff’s 

Office. 
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The Defendant is to deliver the 

Affidavit to the county Sheriff’s 

Office where the relinquishment 

process will be completed.
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The firearms, 

ammunition, and other 

weapons can be released 

after the Defendant 

obtains a completed and 

signed Firearm Release 

Request from the Sheriff’s 

Office and provides it to 

the Third Party user 

holding the relinquished 

items.
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Paper forms that are mentioned in this training are accessed in PFAD in the Help menu. 

Printable versions of all the forms needed for relinquishment of items and their release are also 

available online at:

Location of Forms

https://www.psp.pa.gov/law-enforcement-services/Pages/Commonwealth-Law-Enforcement-Assistance-Network.aspx 

https://www.psp.pa.gov/law-enforcement-services/Pages/Commonwealth-Law-Enforcement-Assistance-Network.aspx
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